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commanding the army corps cannot think of pouring
his forces drop by drop into action, even if he is aware
of the direction to be taken; he must therefore first
manage to assemble, then to deploy and array his troops
facing their objective.

Under different circumstances, another mode of
assembling has to be resorted to.

The army of Alsace in 1870 had to concentrate its
First, Fifth, Seventh Corps before risking a battle; its
advance guard, the Douai division, might enable it
to do so.

It was the same case at Jena, at Montenotte.

In either case, the preparatory operation, which
may last a long time, must be covered; otherwise it
will be endangered. This implies security, which it is
the business of the advance guard to supply. The latter
must enable all the fighting troops to fall into line in
spite of the enemy's presence.

To cover the forces, first while assembling, then while
being put into action, such is the second mission
devolving on the advance guard.

That mission implies, above all, the power of lasting
out for a certain time; the advance guard must resist
with weak forces on a wide front. How can this be
done?                                      .

By means of an unassailable position, according to
Carnot.

By manoeuvring, provided the ground is wide enough.

A position allowing for this result is, in the modern
sense of the word (as we have seen), one which provides
a number of " points d'appui," and of points with an
extensive observation and range making it possible to
employ various kinds of fire.

The tactics of our advance guard should consist ia
making quickly for those points, in order to open fire
at long-range and thus postpone the decision.

Thus the Kettler brigade arrives before Talant and
throws its advance guard companies on the two spurs
north and south of the road, then on Dabc; by immedi-
ately taking up these defensive positions it protects the
main column and the Turcy column (the main body of the
forces) as they arrive, and occupies a position strong
enough to be able to hold up, until further orders,
with few troops (one battalion, two batteries, two